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this maligned imagination. Then, and then only,
with the dethronement of a logic-bound reason,
could the study of literature, as we know it to-day,
begin to take shape.
Some of us are old enough to remember how
obstinately and bitterly the intrusion of English
literature was opposed in our own universities. In
some—in Scotland—it was grudgingly tacked on to
the chair of rhetoric : I think they have still in my old
university a cc Professor of Rhetoric and English
Literature". Or again, it only gained a footing on
the tacit assurance that it would decorously restrict
itself to English philology, reserve its attention for
Anglo-Saxon and Middle English. Its intrusion in a
form which might have foreshadowed modern
developments was perhaps felt to be a challenge to
the supremacy of Latin and Greek ; for in the ancients
alone, so our forefathers believed, was vested the proud
function of instilling cc humanity " and " humanities "
into the modern mind. How far, however,—or
how little-—the study of the ancients, as it was prac-
tised down to the eighteenth century, is to be reconciled
with our modern conception of the humanities, is
another question into which I cannot enter to-day.
The fact remains that the subject of literature, as we
understand It, was a very late-comer in academic
education.
We must not, however, scout this attitude of the
old universities as mere narrow-mindedness and
obscurantism. We must not think that modern
literature was kept out merely because the Professors
of Latin and Greek, Rhetoric and Logic, had vested
interests which they feared might be entrenched
upon. If we will be fair to our ancestors, we must
admit that they had indeed some reason for the
exclusion of literature (in our sense) from what
they considered the proper province of a university.
The study of literature is largely concerned with the
appreciation and criticism of poetic qualities—

